Immunomodulation in offspring mice after neonatal immunostimulation of mothers or newborn mice.
Mothers of offspring Balb/c mice were stimulated after birth by two substances, a bacterial lysate (LAB) and a chemical, diethyldithiocarbamate (DETC). Anti-sheep red blood cell (SRBC) antibodies were studied after immunization of stimulated mothers or offspring. An increase of anti-SRBC was observed in LAB-stimulated mothers, but these antibodies were decreased in their offspring before weaning. Sometimes, these antibodies were increased in LAB-stimulated newborn mice. DETC stimulation of mothers induced an elevation of antibody response in mothers and newborns. The same results were obtained in previous investigations where the pregnant mother was stimulated with the same agents.